Transferred patients--more complex and more costly?
AN-DRGs have some splits which take illness severity and complexity into account. Age is also often used as a proxy for severity of illness. The need to transfer a patient may be a marker of illness severity or complexity and therefore resource utilisation. This is supported by studies of patients transferred to intensive care units. Data on the costs and outcomes of all transferred patients should be collected; depending on the results, refinements of DRGs may be indicated.